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Literature Review Summary

1. Introduction 
 <Describe the research problem and research questions. Give the motivation for the research 

and its significance.> 

2. Review
<Summarize the relevant research efforts. Use subheadings to group and discuss related work. 

Major studies should be described in more detail than less important work. One or two sentences 
suffice for work that is related, but does not impact the research problem being investigated. >

3. Summary
<Identify the major threads in the reviewed literature and present a composite picture of the 

results to date. A summary table that categorizes the collected information and its relationship 
to the research problem with respect to attributes is helpful. >

4. Conclusion
<The researcher may state conclusions he or she feels are justified based on the state of knowl-

edge. What does the literature suggest are appropriate courses of action to solve the problem?  
What are areas of further research?>

5. References
<Full bibliography for all sources referenced in the review using a citation standard such as 

IEEE or APA. >


